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Father Coton obeyed his Majesty, and soon through
all the colleges of France it was understood that per-
sons were to be chosen for this mission. Many
offered themselves to take part in the work, as is
usual in such expeditions, in which there is a great
deal of work and very little honor; and among others
who presented themselves was Father Pierre Biard,
then teaching [124] Theology at Lyons; God willed
that the said Father should be chosen and sent to
Bourdeaux towards the end of the year 1608. For
they thought at Liyons that the project of so power-
ful a Prince, having been known so many months be-
fore, could not be otherwise than speedily executed.
But Father Biard was as much deceived in regard to
the place, as the time. For at Bourdeaux they were
very much surprised when they heard why he had
come there. There was no news of any embarkation
for Canada, but there was of the former wreck and
ruin, upon which each one philosophized in his own
fashion. No preparation, no reports or tidings.

Towards the end of the year 1609, sieur de Potrin-
court came to Paris, where his Majesty, having
learned that, contrary to his belief, the said sieur
had not stirred from France, (for the King supposed
that he had crossed the sea immediately [125] after
having obtained confirmation of the Port Royal
grant), was angry with him. Whereupon the said
sieur, very much aggrieved, answered that, since his
Majesty had this affair so much at heart, he would
take leave of him at once, to go directly and look
after the equipment for his voyage. Now Father
Coton, who was troubled about Father Biard, and
about the great invitation he had given him in the
King’s name, having heard of the farewell of sieur



